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[TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH]1 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Good afternoon. Thank you for joining us in this majestic 
setting for another meeting of the Board of Directors of the Border Environment 
Cooperation Commission and the North American Development Bank.  
 
We recognize in our presidium the presence of José Guadalupe Osuna Millán, 
Constitutional Governor of the State of Baja California and a member of this Board of 
Directors representing the Mexican border states. Of course, he was a member of the 
Board of Directors of my institution, the BECC, representing the Mexican border 
municipalities. He knows us and is a friend of both institutions. Thank you, Governor, for 
being here with us.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
Carlos Bustamante Anchondo, the Mayor of Tijuana. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
Ricardo Ochoa, he is the Head of the International Affairs Unit for the Mexican Ministry 
of Finance and Public Credit and also the chairman of this Board of Directors. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
Karen Mathiasen, Director of Multilateral Development Banks for the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury and co-chair of this Board of Directors. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ]  
 
Enrique Lendo, he is the Head of the International Affairs Unit for the Mexican Ministry of 
Environment and Natural Resources. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 

                                                 
1
 Text shown in blue indicates that the original comments were made in Spanish and were translated into 

English.  
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Michael Stahl, Director of the Office of Regional and Bilateral Affairs for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
We are joined by Eduardo Baca Cuenca, General Director for North America for the 
Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
We also have with us Stewart Tuttle, Border Affairs Coordinator for the State 
Department. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
Larry Larrañaga, a local congressman from the state of New Mexico and representative 
of the U.S. border states. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
Roberto Zambrano, he is president of PRONATURA Noreste and represents Mexican 
border residents. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ]  
 
Gerónimo Gutiérrez, Managing Director of the North American Development Bank. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
And María Elena Giner, she is the General Manager of the Border Environment 
Cooperation Commission. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
We would like to recognize the presence of municipal authorities from Juarez and 
Chihuahua, as well as from the states of Baja California and Sonora. 
 
The Consul General of México in San Diego, Remedios Gómez Arnau, is here with us.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ]  
 
She is accompanied by Consul Alberto Díaz González. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ]  
 
We have at this meeting environmentalist friends like Margarita Díaz, who I see over 
there; Laura Silván. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
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Carlos Yruretagoyena, whose last name you have to learn how to say so you have to 
know him a long time. Thank you for joining us. 
 
I would like to highlight the presence of Héctor Valdez De Sanda, who is from the San 
Diego Association of Governors, and also Sergio Pallares and Mario Orso from the 
California Department of Transportation; Sigfrido Pineda from the Government of 
California. 
 
We also acknowledge the presence of José Carmelo Zavala, he is the Regional 
Northeast Chairman of the Board of Sustainable Development; José Carmelo is over 
there. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ]  
 
We acknowledge the presence of distinguished environmental authorities from the 
border states. We have Heberto Cavazos, Under Secretary of the Environment for 
Tamaulipas; Efraín Nieblas, in charge of the office of the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection for the State of Baja California. We have Gabriel Mejía who is representing 
the Ministry of Sustainable Development for the State of Nuevo León. Thanks to 
everyone here for being with us. 
 
The chairman of the Board of Directors, Ricardo Ochoa, Head of the International Affairs 
Unit of the Mexican Ministry of Finance and Public Credit has the floor. 
 
MR. RICARDO OCHOA: Thank you very much. First, I would like to welcome and thank 
everyone for attending this public meeting of the Board of Directors of BECC and NADB. 
 
Very quickly, I would like to comment on the developments from meeting that we had of 
the Board of Directors. First, to tell you that we had the distinguished presence of the 
Governor of the State of Baja California, Mr. José Guadalupe Osuna. He is also a 
member of the Board, representing the border states on the Mexican side. I want to 
thank you, Mr. Governor, for your presence and for your hospitality in holding this 
meeting here in Baja California; as well as Mayor Carlos Bustamante, for the hospitality 
and the facilities that they provided to us for this meeting. 
 
This time we had, we welcomed the new management of both BECC, through its 
General Manager, María Elena Giner, and NADB through its new Managing Director, Mr. 
Gerónimo Gutiérrez. Both of them bring new leadership, a new vision to both institutions, 
and they are taking over the institutions at a point at which the results have been 
satisfactory, and moving forward there will be interesting challenges that with their vision 
and capability and leadership, we are surely going to meet to the benefit of the 
communities on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border.  
 
This time we had a very productive, very fruitful, meeting. In terms of project certification, 
we can announce that we certified two water treatment projects right here in Tijuana. 
These projects, and summing up the progress that has been made since the 
establishment of both institutions, we can mention that in terms of project certification we 
have reached a total of 177 certified projects, of which we have funded 151 projects.  
 
In terms of funding, these 151 projects represent the provision of just over US$1.2 billion 
in financing, in both loans and grants, from the Bank, and the total investment in these 
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projects, the total investment cost of these projects, comes to about US$3.2 billion. 
These projects are benefitting just over or close to 13 million residents on the U.S.-
Mexico border. 
 
With respect to the state of Baja California, it is important to note that it has been one of 
the most active states as a recipient, as a beneficiary of cooperative and financing 
efforts with BECC and with NADB. It has received support for 21 projects so far, costing 
an estimated US$1 billion and benefiting just over two and a half million residents.  
 
Well, with these opening remarks, I would like to give the floor to my co-chair, Karen 
Mathiasen, of this Board, in case she would also like to make some welcoming remarks. 
Thank you very much. 
 
[IN ENGLISH] 
 
MS. KAREN MATHIASEN: Thank you very much. I’m going to be brief. I think Mr. 
Ochoa captured beautifully the results of today’s Board meeting and the spirit of the 
Board meeting, which was very constructive.  
 
I also want to mention that some of us had the opportunity to go out and visit some of 
the projects that the NADBank has financed so we could see for ourselves firsthand the 
impact that the Bank has had, and also to look at places where support of the BECC and 
the Bank would still be very helpful. And I think that, for the Board, that sort of 
experience is very instructive and enables us to be better and to better serve the Bank 
and its sister institution, the BECC. And in light of that, I would really like to turn the floor 
over shortly to the rest of you to hear a little bit more about your experiences and your 
expectations from these institutions. Thank you. 
 
[TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. We would ask Mr. Carlos Bustamante 
Anchondo, the mayor of Tijuana, to provide some welcoming remarks, and we thank 
you, Mr. Mayor, in advance, for hosting this event.  
 
MR. JUAN CARLOS BUSTAMANTE ANCHONDO: Good afternoon everyone. Mr. 
Governor, José Osuna Millán, Mr. Ricardo Ochoa and everyone seated at the dais. I 
want to thank you, on behalf of Tijuana, first to welcome you, and to thank you for all the 
support that you have given to Tijuana and to other parts of the state with financing and 
with guidance on how we can continue to access NADBank loans. 
 
I want you to feel at home; this is your home. Part of it was financed by you. And there’s 
nothing else left for me to do except thank you and tell you that it is an honor for Tijuana 
that this Board meeting is being held here. Thank you very much. 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. We have time for remarks 
from the Board members, if anyone wants to participate.  
 
No? Okay, then we would ask the Governor, Mr. José Guadalupe Osuna Millán, and a 
member of this Board of Directors, to say a few words. Mr. Governor. 
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MR. JOSE GUADALUPE OSUNA MILLÁN: Good afternoon, my friends, I want to greet, 
as indicated by protocol, once again, the mayor of Tijuana, Mr. Carlos Bustamante 
Anchondo, Mr. Ricardo Ochoa, Head of the International Affairs Unit of the Ministry of 
Finance and Public Credit and chair of the Board of Directors—he’s the one that you 
have to see about refinancing your loan, Carlos—to Karen Mathiasen, Director of the 
Office of Multilateral Development Banks at the U.S. Department of the Treasury; 
Armando Yáñez, Deputy Director of International Affairs for SEMARNAT; Michael Stahl, 
Director of the Office of Regional and Bilateral Affairs of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency; Eduardo Baca Cuenca, Director General for North America for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Stewart Tuttle, Border Affairs Coordinator for the State 
Department; Larry Larrañaga, a New Mexico state representative and the U.S. state 
border representative; Roberto Zambrano, President of PRONATURA Noroeste and the 
Mexican border residents representative; Dr. Gerónimo Gutiérrez, Managing Director of 
the North American Development Bank; María Elena Giner, General Manager of the 
Border Environment Cooperation Commission; and all of you, my friends, good 
afternoon. 
 
Today we have had the opportunity to host, as the mayor so rightly noted, the meeting of 
the Board of Directors of two institutions that work very closely together to support the 
development of the U.S.-Mexico border. This has been a long workday for the members 
of the Board of Directors of the Border Environment Cooperation Commission and the 
North American Development Bank, the former, as a force for the sustainable 
development of this great region that we border states form, and the latter, as the 
financial institution needed to fund the infrastructure projects that in environmental 
matters are so dear to us, and binds us together. 
 
This session, this visit to this meeting, has been particularly fruitful for our state, since 
certification was approved for two of the most ambitious water projects we have ever 
proposed, we got the ball rolling last year and now, with the validation of BECC and the 
development bank, they are in a position to receive new financial support for their 
consolidation. I am referring, as Mr. Ricardo Ochoa already did, to the La Morita and 
Tecolote-La Gloria treatment plants, the operation of which benefits 310,000 residents of 
this metropolitan area by providing not only more efficient sewage and wastewater 
collection services but also better living conditions for themselves and their families. 
 
And it’s precisely in this respect, in raising the quality of life of residents on both sides of 
the border, that the work carried out by both BECC and NADBank is so important. A task 
over the last 17 years that they have been in operation throughout the border zone since 
their establishment in November 1993, both institutions have fulfilled quietly, but very 
effectively. During that period, both organizations, as the Head of the International 
Affairs Unit of the Ministry of Finance and the Chairman of the Board of the Bank so 
rightly noted, have funded 177 environmental infrastructure projects in the ten border 
states of Mexico and the United States. All for a sum of more than US$3.2 billion, and 
the good news for us recipients on this side of the binational divide is that US$2.0, 
almost US$2.5 billion went to Mexican states. But, it is even better news knowing that, 
as of 2010, of the funding used on the Mexican side, US$1.059 billion, that is, more than 
US$1 billion, had been invested in 23 projects, plus two more that were certified today, 
all in Baja California, and this represents more than 25% of the total investment made by 
the North American Development Bank for the border. This intense, well, interaction of 
our state with our neighbors, with California, and also the sharing of common ocean 
waters, have led us to design a complete environmental wastewater treatment plan in 
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the region, which has translated into this support, but above all, into a strong spirit of 
cooperation and mutual benefit.  
 
Today, since BECC and the North American Development Bank, or the NAFTA Bank, as 
it is known colloquially, decided to select Baja California, and in particular Tijuana, as the 
venue for holding their first work meeting of the year, we have had the opportunity, all of 
us, to demonstrate, once again, that it is possible to build successful cooperation models 
aimed at benefiting residents on both sides of the border. The meeting today deserves 
all of our recognition, not only because of the benefits deriving from a rich and fruitful 
work agenda, but, especially, because all of the members of the Board of Directors have 
worked responsibly and with enormous political will to reach an agreement, placing the 
greater good, that which corresponds solely to the interests of the citizens of this great 
region, above personal interests. 
 
Our visitors were also able to verify that this city, the city of Tijuana, works hard every 
day and in an orderly and peaceful manner to consolidate that goal that we set ourselves 
at the inception of the Free Trade Agreement and that is none other than achieving the 
prosperity of the Americas. Having a common objective is rooted in us having no doubt 
that we should do it together, that we should do it as a team. I am sure that with 
advances such as those now brought about by the members of the BECC-NADBank 
Board, they will help us march more quickly towards the well-being of the region’s 
residents.  
 
It’s no secret to anyone that there are still great challenges ahead of us; that the strong 
migratory flows to which the border states are subjected and the complex, daily 
interaction of people and goods, give rise to new challenges; that weather conditions, 
also volatile, caused by climate change, force us to be on constant alert to head off any 
negative effects that this could have on our environment. These are but two of the topics 
that our future agenda must consider and must deal with intelligently, dexterously, but 
above all, with the same spirit of dedication and efficiency employed up to now.  
 
I am confident that the experience that we have all had today will result in tangible 
benefits for the residents of this, what is destined to be one of the regions with the 
greatest development potential of the entire world. Indeed, this region is the third largest 
economy in the world: the four border states in the southern United States and the six 
Mexican border states. 
 
Both BECC and NADBank can rest assured that, just as mandated in their mission, 
today they have been authentic bilateral catalysts in the communities along the border 
between Mexico and the United States. May they continue to do so for the well-being of 
everyone. Sincere congratulations and thank you very much. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ]  
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Mr. Governor. For scheduling reasons, 
the Governor and the Mayor have to leave. Let’s bid them farewell with a strong round of 
applause and thank them greatly for their participation. Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
[ PAUSE ] 
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Very well, let’s continue with our meeting. Next we have a joint presentation by the 
BECC General Manager María Elena Giner and the Managing Director of the North 
American Development Bank, Gerónimo Gutiérrez. 
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: Good evening, everyone. Good evening, everyone. Can 
you hear me? You can hear me? Thank you for coming. We will make a brief 
presentation as a prelude to a question and answer session with all of you and with the 
members of the Board and with the management of both institutions. 
 
As already mentioned—the next slide, next—as already mentioned, for those of you who 
don’t know, our institutions were established as a result of the Free Trade Agreement in 
1994 for the purpose improving the environmental and health conditions of the border 
region between the two countries. We work with local authorities and other project 
sponsors to develop, finance and construct sustainable environmental infrastructure 
projects, always striving to ensure that this will be done at a reasonable cost and with 
broad community support.  
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: The two institutions were capitalized by both governments 
and, as you can see here, our Board of Directors is composed of 10 members, which are 
represented by five members from the United States and five from Mexico, which six are 
federal agencies which comprise the Treasury Department, the Ministry of Finance, the 
State Department, Foreign Affairs, the Environmental Protection Agency and 
SEMARNAT. 
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: We operate in our… we have a specific geographic area 
of operation that is 100 km north of the borderline and 300 km south of the borderline, as 
shown in this slide. 
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: The BECC has successfully certified eight new projects 
this year, which comprise an investment of nearly US$300 million. Five of them are 
water and wastewater projects, which provide a benefit to 13,550 households; one is for 
rehabilitation of a water system, which is going to have energy savings; and two are for 
air quality, which are going to benefit 1.5 million residents.  
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: With respect to financing results during 2010, projects 
for US$165 million in new financing were contracted: US$129 million in loans for six 
projects and US$36 million in grants for 15 projects. In turn, in that year US$196 million 
was disbursed for 41 projects, US$172 million in loans and US$24 million in grants. This 
means a 51% increase in the loan portfolio, from US$311 million in 2009 to US$470 
million as of December 2010. 
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: In cumulative results, as mentioned by both the Governor 
and Ricardo Ochoa—I will be brief—but there are 175 certified projects, which represent 
an investment of nearly US$4 billion. I would like to point out that of those 175, 23 have 
been certified in Baja California, which represent an investment of one billion dollars. 
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: If we take the figures accumulated during these 15 to 16 
years of existence, there is a total of—as already mentioned by several of those 
present—we have financed up to US$1.2 billion in 149 projects. This represents… the 
total investment in these projects is US$3.2 billion, which means that more or less every 
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dollar that we contribute in financing through a loan or through a grant, usually triggers 
two more dollars in investment. 
 
Of these US$1.2 billion, US$570 million are in loans and US$654 are basically in grants. 
Most of our projects are in the area of water and wastewater, with practically 63%; 6%, 
water conservation; 6%, storm drainage; 23%, in air quality projects, which are basically 
paving and border crossings; 1.4%, in solid waste management; and 0.3%, in an 
important area going forward, which is the entire area of clean energy. 
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: Technical assistance is a very important program for both 
institutions. These funds have been given to the communities and are a grant. These 
funds allow the communities to develop their projects so that they can be financed both 
such as with programs from FONADIN, the federal government or state programs.  
 
In the case of technical assistance, BECC has provided a cumulative of nearly US$40 
million in technical assistance and in this year, 2010, $1.6 million was provided for 45 
projects. As you can see here, we have benefited, with technical assistance, 69 
communities in Mexico or nearly US$15 million, and 88 communities in the United 
States, with nearly US$25 million.  
 
Another element that we did, very important for the communities, is institutional capacity. 
BECC has had in this year, 2010, eight training events, which consist of market-to-
market, climate change action plans, the carbon market, an energy forum, paving, and 
green housing. At these eight events we have had the participation of 750 municipal, 
state officials, and this represents a US$327,000 investment for the institution. 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Go ahead. 
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: Likewise, in the area of technical assistance and 
training on behalf of the Bank, we have dedicated US$29 million... the result of retained 
earnings; we have participated with 218 studies for institutional strengthening and 
development of projects funded for 116 border communities. In Bank courses, 1,684 
water utility professionals and in 178 communities have been trained, and we have 
seven informational publications on managing water utilities.  
 
In the part, and simply for, of all these projects—there are a lot figures, I apologize—of 
which we have been speaking, of the 149 projects in which we are participating it is 
important to say that, they are, they do work; 102 have been completed and are in 
operation, 41 are in various stages of construction, five are in bidding and design, only 
one of them has been canceled. 
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: The objective of these projects is to have an environmental 
improvement or social benefit and here, as we can see, we are highlighting some of the 
important goals that have been met. With these certified projects, 52 wastewater 
treatment plants and 75 wastewater collection systems have been built. It is important to 
note that these plants have made it possible to eliminate discharges equivalent to 300 
million gallons of raw water a day that previously were not treated. Also within these 
projects, 19 water treatment plants and 32 distribution systems have been built. 
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: Likewise, other environmental and social benefits 
include 475 million cubic meters of water saved a year. That amount represents more 
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than half of the water that the city of Los Angeles, California, consumes yearly; 5.26 
million cubic meters of street paving; 3.5 million persons with less exposure to pollution 
from dust generated by traffic on unpaved streets; 153 km of improved roadways; better 
traffic circulation and reduced CO2 emissions; 16 sanitary landfills, which means 3 
million people with better municipal sanitation services and less exposure to health 
hazards from fires and pests. 
 
Moreover, drinking water coverage has increased from 91% to 96% in the border region; 
the increase in wastewater treatment coverage from 21% to 82% over the last… if I’m 
not mistaken, since 1995; 302,147 sewer hookups have been connected to treatment 
systems that will help prevent the discharge of sewage into rivers and large streams; 
and 55,000, practically 56,000, households now are receiving water services for the first 
time. 
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: Another important program that BECC supports is the 
Border 2012 program, which is an initiative of both federal governments, headed up by 
the Environmental Protection Agency and SEMARNAT. Here, as we are showing, BECC 
has been able to support these two federal agencies with the development of 183 
projects, which 95 have been completed and 71 are now under development. This 
represents an investment of around US$10 million. The next slide, please. 
 
One of the studies that it is important to highlight, from the Border 2012 program, is one, 
the inventory of greenhouse gases in the six border states. As you can see here, here 
I’m showing the six border states: Baja California, Sonora, Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo 
León and Tamaulipas. At the top are the total amounts of greenhouse gas emissions 
and, as you can see here, one of the details all of the states have in common is that 
around 30% of the greenhouse gas emissions come from electricity consumption. The 
other important factor in greenhouse gases is transportation. As you can see here, just 
in the state of Baja California, it is nearly 50%. Other factors that are important is, in 
blue, industrial processes, which are an important component for Coahuila, and in green 
are emissions attributed to agriculture and solid waste.  
 
I am highlighting this because it is important information for the states in promoting 
initiatives to reduce greenhouse gases. We, as an institution, are here to support, with 
Bank financing, projects such as public transportation, such as energy efficiency, that 
could have that very objective—next slide, please—of improving air quality, improving 
solid waste management, the demand for fuels, and reducing greenhouse gases. 
 
MR. GERÓNIMO GUTIÉRREZ: Thank you. 
 
MS. MARÍA ELENA GINER: Yes, thank you very much. This concludes our 
presentation. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: All right, now we will go to the question and answer session. 
My colleague Mario Modesto, who is there with the microphone, for persons who wish to 
speak. We have several participants who have asked to make comments. The first is 
from San Luis Río Colorado. I don't know if it is a video or simply comments. Comments, 
please. 
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We ask that you all be brief, because I have quite a few here, and time is pressing in this 
agenda. 
 
MR. AGUSTÍN SERNA GARCÍA: Good evening. It is very gratifying to be at a public 
meeting of the Board of Directors with the project now completed. I represent San Luis 
II. It’s a project for a new customs office on 33.8 hectares, with which we have solved a 
pollution problem, both from fumes and noise, both in San Luis Río Colorado and in San 
Luis, Arizona, and Yuma. Why in all three? All the trucks that would come through with 
vegetables or transports, had to go first through San Luis Río Colorado, cross all the 
way through San Luis, Arizona, and then Yuma, on 95, to the plants or factories that 
used those vegetables.  
 
The passage of the trucks is, takes, it’s less than three minutes, Between 380 and 400 
are crossing a day, and there are no lines like before, when there were tremendous 
lines. And it is working at 25% capacity. That means that I think that it has been a very 
positive project for pollution in both countries. Thank you.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. Carlos Yruretagoyena from CEDEM, 
Mexicali, will present new indicators to expand the scope of BECC's work and 
investment in Mexicali.2 Please, Carlos.  
 
MR. CARLOS YRURETAGOYENA: Many thanks to BECC and its Board of Directors for 
the invitation. This is perhaps one of the most interesting work platforms around, 
because it allows crazy people like me and visionaries like you to sit down and work on 
finding solutions to our problems.  
 
We bring, echoing your words and especially everything that our Governor said, we 
bring the idea of giving you arguments perhaps that will allow you to expand that area of 
investment and expand the criteria that we are seeking in order to try to find other types 
of projects that are more sustainable and more efficient. We are looking to build a more 
futuristic vision for BECC, using as a practical example the city of Mexicali and taking 
advantage of three opportunities. These three opportunities are based on the fact that 
the environmental and urban struggles that exist, these were created a long time ago in 
the past and were precisely because of mentalities that were a little, a bit, obtuse and 
lacking the sensitivity to prevent the conflicts we are experiencing today. To solve these 
solutions will require implementing those tools of those visionaries because we cannot 
go back to the past and try to apply those solutions to future conditions, which are 
already here with us. Let me have the next one, please, and the one after that, as well.  
 
This is the situation that the five Mexicali municipalities are experiencing. All of the 
municipalities complain of unemployment, of a lack of security, of a lack of control with 
respect to urban development and other social conditions that stop us, well, from 
attaining that quality of life and above all that… lead us a bit to forget about which is the 
priority—whether to comply with taking care of the environment or to give our people 
those basic comforts. Let me have the next one, please. 
 

                                                 
2
 Consejo de Desarrollo Empresarial de Mexicali (CEDEM), the business development board of Mexicali, 

B.C. 
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So, having performed that quick needs assessment, we have concluded that the list of 
assessments and criteria that BECC applies to its projects now falls short. We believe 
that in Mexicali we might be able to provide the opportunity to apply some new criteria 
and new concepts that would ensure a little more, to give the have-nots what they don’t 
have. Let me have the next one, please. 
 
So, to that end, we are presenting three opportunities for work: one based on what 
would be the implementation of the Kyoto protocol to produce that vegetable biomass 
and contribute to the environmental improvement of the atmosphere binationally, but 
above all, regionally.  
 
The other is recycling water from an industrial center, channeling it or conveying it to an 
abandoned 6,000-hectare agricultural center that is eight km from where the discharges 
are generated by that industrial center. Here, what this entails is using the water, the 
reused, retreated resource to trigger that economy that is abandoned or perhaps 
unachieved because we don't have those implementation criteria for the new projects or 
for the new areas of financing. 
 
And lastly, that comprehensive waste management. It is incredible that a city like 
Mexicali, 100 years later, continues to bury its garbage like cats, in a hole. That cannot 
go on any longer. These are highly useful resources that could have added economic 
value by socializing, either the trash or its recyclables, and contributing in that way to our 
region's economy. Let me have the next one, please. 
 
So creating this infrastructure, integrating and formulating protocols for those types of 
waste and, above all, establishing that comprehensive management would be a strategy 
that would lead to creating these new criteria. Let me have the next one. 
 
So, we are requesting that you give us the opportunity to begin discussing these three 
opportunities and, if possible, set a work agenda, go to Mexicali—we invite you on behalf 
of the mayor and the community of Mexicali—so that you can see what we have and 
what that opportunity might be, where those new criteria and concepts could be 
experimented and reassessed, which would give us a strong boost towards what is a 
new area of investment and work for BECC and communities such as ours. Thank you 
very much.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Carlos. Mario Orso from the California 
Department of Transportation has the floor. I don't know if this is going to be a 
presentation. Yes? It’s number three. 
 
[IN ENGLISH] 
 
MR. MARIO ORSO: Thank you for having us here. ‘Thank you very much’. I’m going to 
talk about the East Otay Port-of-Entry, State Route 11 Project. It’s a joint project 
between the SanDAG, that’s the San Diego Association of Governments, and the 
California Department of Transportation.  
 
A little bit of history. In 2006 both agencies developed an economic-impact-supported 
wait times that we have here in Baja California and California. We came out that our 
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economies were losing 7.2 billion dollars in output loss. Now that we just had the Super 
Bowl, it’s the equivalent of 18 Super Bowls. Basically 62,000 jobs before Google 
companies. The next one. 
 
So what did we needed to do? We understood, excuse me, we understood that San 
Ysidro was going to be expanded, but we needed additional capacity at our border to… 
we needed additional capacity at the border, here in this region. We wanted to meet the 
demands that we were gonna have, and we wanted to capture that economic impact that 
we were losing, the economic loss that we were having. And we also wanted to plan for 
the future. Next one. 
 
What are we proposing? The San Diego Association of Governments and CALTRANS, 
understanding the fiscal restraints that the federal government has on the expansion of 
San Ysidro, we had to figure out a unique financing tool where we would help the federal 
government in adding that additional capacity at the San Diego-Tijuana region. How 
would we do that? We were proposing a new border crossing, 100 acres. This was 
gonna remove and alleviate the bottlenecks that we had at the border. We wanted to 
reduce the idling time of the trucks and deal with the air emissions issue, and we were 
gonna finance this project through a toll facility. We want to dynamically price the toll 
facility, meaning if there’s long waits at the border, we may change the toll rate. And we 
needed to partner with Mexico on this. Next one. 
 
We needed to have, or we need to have, in order to propose this and develop this, a 
safe, secure and efficient border crossing that has new technology, deals with cross-
border trade travel, and it deals with the connectivity of the road network of both Otay 
Mesas. And this is in conjunction with the border master plan that we have developed 
jointly with the State of Baja California and CALTRANS. This is a unique partnership. 
Next one. 
 
So, unique partnerships require unique themes. So we have developed a unique theme. 
SanDAG, as the Association of Governments, is the toll authority for this project and 
CALTRANS and SanDAG are jointly working on this project. I can’t see all my slides 
here, so basically we have a very complex theme that deals with environmental issues, 
bankers, lawyers, and we’re moving forward with the project. Next one. 
 
What have we achieved on this project? 2008 was a unique time for us. We got the 
legislation that allows us to create the toll authority for State Route 11. We got the 
presidential permit for a new border crossing, and just last summer we got an investment 
banker on board and a legal team. I have to mention this, the investment banker is 
Barclay’s Bank and they’re on with us on… on… basically they’re not charging us. They 
really believe on this project that it could be self-financed, and they are not charging their 
fees until it’s a success fee payment.  
 
What else have we done? We’re working on the Program Development Study for the 
port of entry, basically scoping the port of entry, together with the Mexican side. We 
have just finished our draft environmental circulation for our document, and we are in the 
process of bringing in consultants to develop the Intelligent Transportation System Study 
or the concept of operations, a binational traffic and revenue study, and we’re ongoing 
coordination the development of the port of entry and the facilities. This slide is basically 
saying how we’re moving with the project. This spring we’re gonna be working in the 
ITS, or Intelligent Transportation System study, as well as the traffic and revenue study. 
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The traffic and revenue study is unique. There’s never been a traffic and revenue study 
that’s been done between SCT and the U.S. side. We’re doing it jointly. And that’s quite 
unique. It’s never been done, and it’s gonna give us the elasticity so both countries can 
finance each side of their projects. We’re gonna develop a financial feasibility. We are 
expecting to finalize the environmental document later this year. Can we go to the next 
one? 
 
Once we finalize the environmental document, beginning next year, up to summer 2013, 
we’ll start working on the port-of-entry design on both sides of the border. We’re gonna 
start developing the training needs for customs and border protection, right-of-way 
acquisition, as well as the highway design and the intelligent transportation system. 
Basically, we’ll be going for financing for this project, for the construction, in the fall 2013. 
We want to begin this project, the construction, in the winter of 2013 and open to traffic 
by the end of 2015. Next one. 
 
So this is a big project, complex project. Currently all our environmental studies phases 
are paid. We have fully funded that. It’s through the Federal Highways Administration. 
And we also have 75 million dollars for the construction out of Prop 1-B state funds. We 
do have 87% of the project that hasn’t been funded because we haven’t finished the 
traffic and revenue study that’s gonna tell us how much or what’s the elasticity of what 
we can finance on this project. Next one. 
 
Well, I’ve talked to you about the project, where is it, what it is. Well, this project is the 
proposed port of entry. It’s located two miles east of the existing Otay Mesa port of entry. 
It is the last greenfield area remaining between San Diego and Tijuana. We’re proposing 
a two-mile highway, toll highway, and 100-acre port of entry. Next one. 
 
There’s a schematic of the port of entry. It’s for planning purposes. I’m going very fast, 
so keep going on the next one. This is the Mexican port of entry. I always say to my 
team, if you don’t understand that the U.S. project is only half of the project, you’re in the 
wrong team here. This is the Mexican side. That’s the road network for the Mexican side 
also. Let’s go to the next slide. That is the road network. Let’s go to the next one. 
 
So, basically, we’re working closely with SCT, with the State of Baja. We have a joint 
partnership. And the coordination is critical and ongoing. What is the purpose of us being 
here? We’re seeking the opportunity to brief NADBank and BECC in detail about this 
project. And we want to explore the opportunities of participation and partnership with 
your organizations. The next one. 
 
Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
[TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. We now have Margarita Díaz from the 
Border Environmental Education Project. She is going to say a few words. Margarita.  
 
It should be noted that Ricardo Martínez, Under Secretary of the Environment for 
California, has just arrived—Ricardo, thank you very much for coming. Leopoldo 
Canizales, Coordinator of City Departments in Juárez, our headquarters, thank you for 
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being here. Carlos de la Parra from COLEF,3 I saw him out there. Thank you for being 
with us. 
 
Please, Margarita. 
 
MS. MARGARITA DÍAZ: Thank you. Well, thank you very much. This is a comment 
about a... a few days ago I wanted to do research on the projects that just now were 
mentioned, the 21 projects that there are here in Baja California, and I went to the BECC 
and COCEF site to see this information. I also wanted to consult information on the 2012 
Program, and I didn’t find it. I didn’t find the information I was looking for. I had a very 
hard time navigating the page. The notes, it was difficult to find it. So, here I am asking 
for this part of the transfer, of access to information, on projects that have already 
happened, which is important. We, as citizens, go back to review and consult this 
information and to have these documents on hand to be able to make these 
clarifications.  
 
What I wanted was to get the information to make this "statement," this announcement 
about the money that has been invested—because recently there was an incident here 
in Tijuana—about the money that has been invested in infrastructure here in Tijuana and 
in what projects and to have more details, and I was unable to get this information, so I 
am calling on you to make the site, the portal, more dynamic and more “user-friendly”. 
Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Margarita. From the Comisión Estatal 
de Servicios Públicos de Tijuana,4 Mr. Hernando Durán has the floor. 
 
MR. HERNANDO DURÁN: Good evening. Good afternoon. Well, it is impossible to think 
that the CESPT might have attained the levels of efficiency, coverage and service that 
we have without the support of NADBank, BECC, BEIF funds and thus achieve the 
world-class service conditions that we have achieved. 
 
We are now going to make a presentation of all the projects that we have had. Next. And 
as a sample... the next one.  
 
There it is, from 99 to 2007, we have… we invested US$65.45 million in these 
magnificent works, which were, the parallel works, the expansion and rehabilitation of 
San Antonio de los Buenos, a master plan, the study of the disposal of effluent and a 
feasibility study, Tijuana SANA, which was 280 km of replacements and rehabilitations. 
Next. 
 
This certification of construction works is what we are doing under this administration; 
these are the 05 and 06 cycles, and right now we are executing them. We have now 
completed them, which is around US$21 million in this 05-06 cycle, which were sewer 
systems for 10 neighborhoods. And in 07-08 there were five neighborhoods and an 
expansion of a treatment plant that was about US$12 million. Next. 
 

                                                 
3
 Colegio de la Frontera Norte (COLEF), Mexican institute of higher learning and research. 

4
 Tijuana water utility. 
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In addition, we have a credit line for 300 million pesos for the expansion of the water 
distribution and wastewater collection systems. This loan has made it possible for us to 
continue investing and it makes it possible for us because we have a credit line of up to 
300 million pesos. We have used less than half. So, that money, in several projects, we 
are going to be able to put the matching funds, all the investment part for the next three 
years. Next. 
 
And, in general, this is the loan for 300. Practically, the loan contribution is 300 million 
and CESPT’s contribution is 148 million, which makes an investment, for the next three 
years, of 448 million pesos. There are the works indicated. In particular, it’s for 
wastewater treatment, collection and treatment works. Next. 
 
And right now we are submitting 17 works for certification for an estimated investment of 
US$65 million, which are the following, and where we are going to focus the most—how 
can I say it—more to… more to… well… And today we obtained the certification of the 
treatment plant Tecolote-La Gloria-Morita, which, with this plant, with the completion of 
this plant we will achieve our much longed for goal of treating 100% of the collected 
wastewater, which will place Tijuana and Rosarito in an unprecedented position in 
support of the environment. 
 
And, in summary, well, what we have used, this is the history from 1999 to 2010; we are 
speaking of an amount of US$133 million. CESPT has contributed 45 million, EPA-BEIF, 
the BEIF fund, 46 million, and the NADBank loan, 42 million, with an investment of $133 
million, not counting what we are going to do in the future, which are the certifications 
that are pending.  
 
And, lastly, since we are approaching drinking water and wastewater collection coverage 
percentages very close to 100%, we currently need to invest large amounts of 
investment for the rehabilitation of old collectors, such as the Benítez collector and the 
Farallón collector, which collapsed during the past rains and we had sewage runoff to 
the beach, for some days. Having said this, we want to point out that our new 
certification applications will be mainly for these items: rehabilitation and replacement, 
and not so much for new works, which represents work requiring a large investment. 
 
And, finally, we want to point out that the participation of CESPT with BECC and 
NADBank will continue to be a priority for CESPT so as to be able to ensure service 
levels that meet international standards, as this binational border region that we belong 
to deserves. Thank you very much. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Hernando. Gabriela de la Selva has the 
floor; apparently she is from COBACH, someone over there told me.5 
 
MS. GABRIELA DE LA SELVA: Good afternoon. Well, I am just going to make a 
comment and uh… to make our government leaders more sensitive to ecosystem 
services that the environment gives us. Ecosystem services are processes, elements of 
the environment that engender our well-being. They have great economic value and this, 
when we speak of sustainable development, is a very easy term that we use a lot, 

                                                 
5
 Colegio de Bachilleres (COBACH) 
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precisely for the benefit of citizens. But we realize that when they begin developments, 
they do not have any sustainability, and especially real estate developments where we 
are seeing that in those cases where they are near streams, they are being filled in, if 
not completely, to some extent. These streams are going to have less water catchment 
and so, what is more important for our region, water or a store? Because quite often they 
use them for that. Also, speaking of, well, this is an invitation. An invitation for everyone 
to make sure that sustainable development is very important, but it is necessary to go to 
the place where the works are being carried out. Thank you very much. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Gabriela. Next is the presentation by 
José Luis Angel. He is from the California Water Quality Board, Cal-EPA, and he is 
going to present a project to improve the New River. 
 
[IN ENGLISH] 
 
MR. JOSÉ LUIS ANGEL: Good evening. Thank you. I’m here on behalf of Cal-EPA. I 
want to do two things. Number one, bring you up to speed on the binational projects for 
the Mexicali New River Sanitation Program in Mexicali and second bring to your 
attention the New River Improvement Project, which is a project mandated by state 
legislation. Thank you. 
 
For those of you who haven’t heard about the New River, the New River starts in the 
Mexicali Valley and crosses into California and empties into the Salton Sea. This is a 
binational watershed for the state of California, and particularly for our region, it is the 
priority watershed for cleanup purposes. It is one of the most impaired watersheds in the 
state. Next, please. 
 
The river starts about 20 miles or so south of Mexicali, and it picks up ag runoff and 
municipal waste, wastewater, industrial wastewater. It crosses into Calexico and travels 
about 60 miles on its way to the Salton Sea where it picks up another two-thirds of its 
entire flow, mainly ag drainage from the Imperial Valley. Next, please. 
 
Can you put all the bullets at the same time? Recognizing that the New River as it 
entered California was one of the most severely polluted rivers in California, both 
governments agreed to go to the BECC and the NADBank for certification purposes and 
develop a comprehensive plan to address New River pollution at the border at a cost of 
close to 90 million dollars. These projects—I want to make sure that you understand—
have been completed, and while they achieve the certification objectives, the New River 
remains polluted in California, as the river enters California. And part of the reason is 
because these projects were never intended to address and ensure compliance with our 
standards, number one, and they focus exclusively on targeting what we consider the 
main sources of pollution in Mexicali, which was the raw sewage discharges. Next, 
please. 
 
We want to make sure also to thank the COCEF because, after the projects were 
completed in 2007, COCEF funded a binational monitoring program where we, the 
State, provided the technical and in-kind services to conduct the monitoring to determine 
whether or not the project achieved the certification objectives. And I couldn’t agree 
more with Margarita that we do need transparency. And our analysis of the data that we 
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collected—and we monitor at various locations in Mexicali—do indicate that the project 
met its certification objectives. Meaning we managed to get the raw sewage out of the 
river, 20 million gallons per day, that routinely enter California, that’s out of the river. The 
municipality itself, the town of Mexicali is about 99 percent serviced now. So that’s all 
good. But in spite of that, and in spite of the success, the river remains polluted. Next, 
please. 
 
And this chart kind of summarizes what we’re dealing with and what I’m talking about. If 
you look at the left-hand side—and we’re using surrogates here, parameters that we use 
to measure the state of the river. We measure bacteria, dissolved oxygen, nutrients, 
volatile organic constituents, constituents associated typically with industry, trash and 
pesticides. And while there has been substantial improvement, as you can see on the 
right-hand column, before and after the binational projects, the river remains impaired for 
a number of reasons. We continue to get trash coming across in the river. We continue 
to get ag runoff from the Mexicali Valley that contains pesticides, concentrations that 
cause water quality impairments. We continue to get nutrients that have a significant 
impact on the Salton Sea, even though there was a significant reduction with the 
binational projects. And I guess this brings to… I want to submit this for your 
consideration, respectfully, because it brings the other point that Carlos made. That as 
we start looking at some of these projects, we need to really reckon with the current 
model that we’re using because I think, while it is expedient, it really misses the point 
sometimes because we don’t do a comprehensive job. We go for the obvious. Bigger is 
better. Mechanical is better. So I just… I wanted to submit that for your attention. So 
that’s the project. Yes, it met the certification objectives. Yes, but it’s still having an 
impact on the state of California because there are other problems that the project was 
not intended to address, that haven’t been addressed. Next, please. 
 
Because of that, the State, and particularly the legislature, recognized that that being a 
problem, Assemblyman Perez, who is a local assemblyman for Cathedral City, which 
covers the Imperial Valley, introduced the legislation, and the governor signed it into law 
in 2009, where it requires the California-Mexico Border Relations Council, which is a 
state agency headed by Cal-EPA Secretary Adams, to prepare a comprehensive and 
strategic plan to address the problems of the New River, focusing on this side of the 
border, while we recognize that we still need to engage our counterparts or Mexican 
colleagues. And the intent is that, to deal with the remaining pollution of the New River 
comprehensively, not just at the border, downstream throughout the Imperial Valley. 
Next, please. 
 
Pursuant to that, the Secretary Adams formed a Technical Advisory Committee to assist 
her in the preparation of the strategic plan, structurally to—could you put the next slide? 
We divided the Technical Advisory Committee into four working groups: the Impairments 
Remediation Workgroup, the Visioning Group, and the Funding and Research Group. 
And each group has deliverables. Our intent is to complete the strategic plan for the 
Secretary’s consideration by August of this year. Next, please. 
 
We’re using state resources to fund this effort, to put together the plan, namely $400,000 
dollars from our parent agency, the State Water Resources Control Board. The City of 
Calexico is the grant recipient and funding this effort. Next, please. 
 
So, as we move forward with this project, clearly we are gonna be looking, when it 
comes down to the implementation of some of the key strategic actions, we are gonna 
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be looking for funding opportunities. We are gonna be working with your staff to see 
what areas of the plan can be funded through the BECC and the NADBank. But we’re 
also looking at state participation, federal participation, participation at various levels. 
Next, please. 
 
Anyway, you can find more information on this on our website at the Cal-EPA. And if you 
have any questions I’ll be happy to answer them. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
[TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you. The Open Ocean Global, Carl Nettleton and 
Gabriela Coverdale, are going to talk about the Tijuana River Valley Recovery Team. 
 
[IN ENGLISH] 
 
MR. CARL NETTLETON: Good afternoon and thank you for the time to let us speak 
here today, we’re delighted to be here. I’m Carl Nettleton, and this is Gabriela 
Coverdale. We’re with Open Oceans Global, and we’re a non-profit, non-advocacy 
organization that works to link people to the world’s oceans, and the Tijuana River Valley 
is certainly a river valley that is well linked to the sea. We’re also here representing the 
Tijuana River Valley Recovery Team. Next, please. And I’ll hand this to Gabriela to talk 
about the map. 
 
MS. GABRIELA COVERDALE: As you can see from the map that you see on the left-
hand side, we are dealing with the left-hand side, closest to the ocean side area. The 
watershed covers a tremendous side on the Tijuana side and also on the United States 
side. But as everything flows down, the area of interest and the area where most 
pollution is, is on the very tip part of that map. In addition, on the image satellite picture, 
you can see the area of interest, that is, on the San Diego side and then, of course, it 
borders with Tijuana on the south side. And the map will show you just the area that 
we’re looking at for how involved it is. It has residential, commercial. It has parks. It has 
all -- the river. Everything there is a mixture of different types of areas, which we now 
want to combine and make it into a really wonderful place. 
 
MR. CARL NETTLETON: Next, please. And the problems and challenges are not unlike 
the New River. There are impairments, primarily sediment, trash, and still remnants of 
sewage, despite, like in Mexicali, there have been a number of projects that have really 
improved the water quality coming across. There’s flooding because of the 
concentrations of sediment and trash in the valley. The hydrology is essentially plugged 
up causing flooding, instead of having a natural flow of water to the sea. It’s also a 
challenge that there are multiple agencies, jurisdictions and interests involved, and of 
course it’s a binational issue. Next, please. 
 
And the title of this program, this presentation, is the Tijuana River Valley Two Stories. 
And on the left you see one story. That’s a story of this beautiful valley that has been 
undervalued and underappreciated on the U.S. side of the border even. And there are 
natural fauna. There’s equestrian activities. There’s community gardens, a beautiful, 
miles-long beach. And that’s on the left side. On the right side you see sediment 
blocking the border field station entryway. On the bottom right there, that’s a horse trail 
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with trash and tires that fill up the valley when the floods come. And in the middle there’s 
a poster there talking about a Tijuana River Valley cleanup, and Wild Coast, and the 
County, and many of the agencies, year in and year out, come and try to clean this trash 
out of the valley just to try to keep up in some way with what’s coming across. Next, 
please. 
 
And the solution has been the Tijuana River Valley Recovery Team. This began about a 
little over two years ago with the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 
believing that if we work together, rather than having to use legal means, we could come 
up with cooperative means to work together to try to resolve this issue. Open Oceans 
Global joined the activity right at the same time when it started. We’ve gathered 30 
federal, state and local agencies from both sides of the border to work with us. We’ve 
had IBWC Mexican Section, CESPT, City of Tijuana’s Urban Development Department 
working with us during this process. Oscar Romo, who many of you know, heads our 
Binational Action Team. We have four action teams and five workgroups, and we’re 
developing a roadmap and an integrated management document that we expect to be 
completed by June 30th of this year. Next, please. 
 
And we have simple premises. If we can stop the trash and unwanted sediment before it 
reaches the valley then we can successfully clean it up. If we can successfully clean it 
up, we can restore its hydrology and its natural values. And if we can do that, then we 
can address the remaining water quality issues. Next, please. 
 
And in the funding, there have been numerous fundings over the year for everything 
from the California State Conservancy to Cal Recycle, to Border 2012, to U.S. EPA. 
Great champions have been the Cal-EPA and that California-Mexico Border Relations 
Council. We’ve gotten a State Water Resources Board cleanup grant that’s helped with 
part of the collaborative process. The Sempra Energy Foundation provided us with 
$50,000 with an Environmental Champions Grant to do mapping and continue the 
collaborative process. And Open Oceans Global has provided in-kind funding. Next, 
please. Gabriela. 
 
MS. GABRIELA COVERDALE: The way that we look at the Tijuana River Valley is, we 
look at it as a puzzle—many, many pieces of a puzzle put together to form the area that 
we’re looking at. As you see on the map on the screen, it’s forming it by the different 
areas. For example, the Navy has a section there where they do operations with a 
helicopter, fish and wildlife for ecosystems, the parks for the county parks, the City of 
San Diego for flood control, the County of San Diego for recreation, the IBWC for flows 
from water coming from the Tijuana area. All of it surrounded by the three most 
important cities around that area, which are the City of Imperial Beach, the City of San 
Diego, and of course the City of Tijuana. For us it’s very important that we all work 
together, not just the agencies that are in the United States side, but also the agencies in 
the Tijuana side. We want to get all this information put together on a map so that we 
can see how it all affects each other, and how all the projects that Tijuana has done 
have helped so much the flow into the Tijuana River Valley on the San Diego side. So if 
we all can work together, I think we can come up with a really great plan for this area. 
 
MR. CARL NETTLETON: Next, please. And collaboration really is the key. It’s about 
people understanding people, finding positive qualities so we recognize each of the 
values that we have to maintain, sharing information, agreeing to communicate, 
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identifying and prioritizing projects—and there’s a number of projects coming forward on 
the list—and then jointly finding funding together. Next. 
 
And so what can BECC and the NADBank do? You know, be aware that when funding 
projects, of the impacts, both positive and negative, these projects could have on the 
watershed. Consider focusing funding or solutions—it’s a large effort. Help us think 
through how to optimize opportunities to obtain resources for project planning and 
development and for funding innovative projects that have to do with energy, water, that 
will help both environmental and health issues. And finally, the toughest one of all is 
actually the collaborative process. Identifying funding for continuing that collaborative 
process is a challenge that we’d look forward to your ideas and help on that. Next, 
please. 
 
And as I close, I’d like to say this is truly an international process. And we want to be 
working much more closely with our counterparts in Mexico. And we’re doing two things 
to do that. One is, is that we are mapping the infrastructure and the land use on both 
sides of the border, and we’ll be asking both agencies, so we can have a common view 
of the work that both sides are doing so that can be seen on both sides of the border. 
That’s one. And if we had a wish, it would be for a neutral meeting place. It’s very difficult 
to have convenient and regular meetings with the traffic issues. You heard about the 
border entry projects. Where could we have a place where both sides could meet easily, 
conveniently, a place they could both call their own? And we look forward to your ideas 
for making that happen.  
 
So thanks very much, again, for your time this evening. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
[TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. We have a very serious schedule 
problem because some of the directors have planes to catch. We would ask that the 
next participants not exceed the three-minute limit and we can no longer show 
PowerPoint presentations or videos because otherwise we'll run out of time.  
 
The next request is from Raúl Morales. 
 
MR. RAÚL MORALES: Yes, good evening. I have had the opportunity to work in this 
area and have realized that a lot has been done in this region in terms of the institutions 
that cooperate on one side or the other of our countries.  
 
One aspect that has been much sought after is treating wastewater so that it will not 
pollute. It's very true, it is very important to treat it. Comments have been made here 
regarding new investments. But it is also very important to consider that this water, it 
would be very desirable to use it in a more desirable manner, the treated water, and to 
not waste it because we are in a region where much of the climate is semi-arid, arid; and 
so this water represents an amount, in most cases, that exceeds the rainfall in these 
regions. 
 
It would be very important that new approaches for works be related to the use of this 
water so it’s not wasted, either recharging aquifers or treating it a little beyond the 
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secondary level but without going to the expensive of complete tertiary treatment, so that 
these resources can actually can be used to a large extent. Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Rubén Carrillo Ruiz, of IMPLAN Tijuana, has the floor.6 
 
MR. RUBÉN CARRILLO RUIZ: OK. We’ll make do with the three minutes. I'll leave the 
presentation for you, so that this time you go home with more than our gratitude. 
Welcome, that the emotion with which you make your decisions, you will also take into 
consideration what I want to convey to you.  
 
The presentation that we prepared for you today refers to the metropolitan transportation 
systems of the city of Tijuana and its surrounding area, an element that is a trigger and a 
continuation of the projects that are being carried out in the city. These are projects that 
we are carrying out in all seriousness so that we can laugh tomorrow. That is, be in 
better spirits. Our problem, in terms of transportation and within the context of mobility, 
has led us to perform those studies that will allow us to propose, in a responsible 
manner, to different agencies and levels of government the solution that we want for the 
city.  
 
Our transportation system is complex. It’s not only part of a backlog, of a city evolution, 
which you have seen today, the way that it has evolved. In this sense, in terms of our 
progress, the transportation system, the public part, in the city of Tijuana now has 
approval from the state government in the effort and in the studies, as well, that have 
been underway and that have been presented to authorities at the Ministry of 
Communication and Transportation, with cost-benefit studies, including what is 
FONADIN, where we are competing and about to obtain support for what is the 
infrastructure.  
 
At the moment we are coming to you, mainly, with the feeling, and, as I said, with that 
emotion, so that with the passion of the mind, you may consider the possibility of 
incorporating loan structuring into a transportation system where the loans are provided 
to the transportation companies rather than to the municipalities. This is a project that, 
as such, already has some experience and that, at the current point, moment, we find 
ourselves in a position to pester you a bit more, the Board members, both BECC’s and 
the National Bank’s, NADBank’s, just so, right?  
 
Basically, I went over by about 10 seconds. We are at your service. Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much, Rubén. We now have comments from 
Rodolfo Félix Saguchi, from URBI.  
 
MR. RODOLFO FÉLIX SAGUCHI: Good evening. Good evening, everyone. Thank you 
for joining us. Thank you for being here with us.  
 

                                                 
6
 Instituto Municipal de Planeación de Tijuana (IMPLAN Tijuana) 
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It’s a video but, since they are not going to be able to show, we are going to leave you 
the material. This is a project that is Valle San Pedro, a new focal point of development. 
What we want to show you is a vision of a new city, in which you will see that to achieve 
this we needed to join forces with the different levels of government and, in this case, 
yours, as well, as binational support and border support. That material is going to be left 
with you. It’s my understanding that we are not going to be able to present it. And I want 
to thank you, in advance, for the possibility of this support to achieve this great project. 
Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. If you allow us, we can upload that 
video, of course, to the webpage of the two institutions.  
 
Next is Abraham Bautista. He is going to talk about the Cerro Prieto development area in 
Mexicali, Baja California.  
 
MR. ABRAHAM BAUTISTA: Thank you very much. I want, regarding water and 
wastewater, it’s the center of industrial development in Cerro Prieto. Project location, is 
southeast of Mexicali in the Cerro Prieto geothermal field of the Federal Electricity 
Commission; the environmental wastewater remediation project in the geothermal 
electric field. We are talking about the water pumped from the geothermal wells, which is 
approximately 2.4 cubic meters per second.  
 
Through environmental remediation, salts are obtained that are valuable on the global 
markets, as well as a large volume of potable water. Obviously, we are talking about 
wastewater because we can convert it into potable water with the proper techniques. In 
the first phase of the project, microsilica and potable water will be obtained from the 
cooling towers. The purpose of the first phase is to extract, purify, bottle, and market 
250,000 tons of microsilica, which will be marketed, as well as to treat 400 liters per 
second of water from the towers, which will be used in a process for an upcoming 
industrial park. 
 
Thank you very much for listening. Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. Next, Oscar Orihuela, from BIOCOM 
Baja, is going to present the topic of biodiesel.  
 
MR. OSCAR ORIHUELA: Good evening. I represent a group that is also very anxious to 
cooperate with all of this environmental effort to rescue our regional area here in Baja 
California.  
 
We are about to initiate a project in which we will use the vegetable oil that is commonly 
planted in the fields in our region of the Mexicali Valley. We plan to locate a plant there 
that would be producing, as a result of that vegetable base, a biodiesel product that 
would help reduce by 80% the pollution generated directly by the diesel that comes from 
the subsoil of oil.  
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We are interested in exporting that product abroad because there are carbon bonds that 
are already being used in the United States. The great demand for biodiesel in the 
United States is incredible. We feel that this first stage of ours will produce around eight 
million gallons of this product for export to the area of Arizona, to the area of California.  
 
We also hope to contribute a bit to reducing environmental pollution and to reducing all 
of that pollution that is generated by transportation. All of the efforts that we see here for 
improving the environment, well, they also include machinery. And that machinery, we 
know, for the most part, is diesel. If we also cooperate with that, we know that we are 
helping the environment. And, supported by these means of investment, we expect to 
grow, grow and improve the environment of the region. Thank you very much.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: I have a participation request, I don't know if it is repeated, 
from Agustín Serna, from the San Luis Río Colorado border crossing. It is, right? Thank 
you very much. 
 
I have Ben McCue, from Wild Coast, Imperial Beach.  
 
[IN ENGLISH] 
 
MR. BEN McCUE: Thank you very much. My name is Ben McCue, and I’m the 
Conservation Director for Wild Coast, ‘Wild Coast,’ and we’re a non-profit environmental 
organization based out of Imperial Beach, also with an office in Ensenada. And for about 
the past six years we’ve been working to address significant issues related to 
contamination in the Tijuana River. And one of the biggest obstacles that we’ve come 
across—and we’ve also realized beyond just the non-profit sector, but government 
agencies—is the fact that it is so difficult to come together and meet binationally. And 
that is a significant concern. And I know that it’s one that strikes right at the heart of the 
mission of the BECC and of NADBank in terms of how do we facilitate the binational 
communication and collaboration that needs to happen in order to address these shared 
environmental challenges.  
 
And so I would like to present to you a challenge to look at how can the BECC create a 
piece of environmental infrastructure that would actually help facilitate this necessary 
collaboration and communication; something potentially at the border crossing, echoing 
what Carl Nettleton was talking about, some type of neutral, binational space where 
groups from both sides of the border can come together and meet and establish the 
necessary relationships in order to address these shared challenges.  
 
I know I’ve come to many meetings here in Tijuana and in Mexico, and as a non-profit, 
we can do that. It takes a lot more time potentially crossing back over the border, but 
some of the times that we’ve been here we’ve noticed that there have been employees 
from the government north of the border that have had to potentially take the day off and 
just be a private citizen in order to attend some of these meetings here because the 
hoops of bureaucracy that they have to jump through to get permission to come to 
Mexico have been very difficult, as well with the State Department warnings that were 
about six months ago, that were still in place. But these are significant obstacles that we 
have to address. And I think we can look towards the BECC and NADBank to maybe 
look towards a solution to that. Thank you.  
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[ APLAUSO ] 
 
TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: We have the last participation request. It is the Municipal 
Treasurer of the Mexicali government. He has a presentation on street paving, public 
transportation and trash collection projects. 
 
MR. FRANCISCO FIMBRES GALLEGOS: Good evening. I’m the last. I know that you 
are tired. Very quickly.  
 
First I want to promote the other three or four projects that were seen from Mexicali. I 
think that it’s about time, after the 17 years that NADBank has existed, for us to work 
together as the Municipality of Mexicali. Yes, there is a project that was with the State, 
but the Municipality has never worked together with you and we are very interested.  
 
Since October we have been involved with the NADBank people. As mayor-elect, the 
mayor of Mexicali knocked on the door because he is very interested in improving, 
above all, air quality in the city of Mexicali. As you well know, the city of Mexicali is 
among the worst—how do you say—air qualities in the country, just like Imperial Valley.  
 
So, we are bringing a project that you are going to have in your hands very soon for the 
paving of around 1.2 billion square meters that is going to benefit 20 neighborhoods, 
some 53,000 people. But the real impact is going to be for the entire the population, 
which is a population of around one million people, those of us affected by the air quality 
on the health of the population. 
 
Another project that is coming your way is transportation. It’s a very interesting project of 
around 800 million pesos, which we hope will benefit in the part that we are applying of 
you. Thank you very much.  
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you very much. The Chairman of the Board has asked 
me to note two recent appointments in the management of the two institutions. Alex 
Hinojosa was named Deputy Managing Director of the North American Development 
Bank, representing the U.S. side, and José Mario Sánchez Soledad just last week was 
named Deputy General Manager of BECC, representing the Mexican side. He wanted to 
mention that. Okay. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
Lastly, we ask that the Chairman of the Board of Directors, Ricardo Ochoa, provide 
some closing remarks for this public meeting. 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Sound, sir. 
 
MR. OCHOA RODRÍGUEZ: Thank you. No, well, simply, the only thing left for me to do 
is thank all of you for participating and attending. We are taking with us, very clearly, the 
interests that have been expressed here, the roads that we have to explore together with 
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NADBank and BECC. I think that we have a solid, interesting and diversified pipeline of 
projects. And, well, simply, to thank all of you for your interest in participating and for 
letting us know community needs on both sides of the border. Thank you very much.  
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: Thank you. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
MR. GONZALO BRAVO: We have a surprise for you. We have a reception for our 
guests in the vestibule of the Cube, which is the new section of the Tijuana Cultural 
Center, on the south side. We are going to have a lot of surprises for you there. We 
hope to see you there. Thank you and congratulations. 
 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
 
[ MEETING ADJOURNED ] 
 
 


